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Thanks far rour time,






Purdue University, corn seeding operations in your vicinity may have been associated with your recent
honeybee losses. With respect to the seeding activity that you mentioned, am | correct in understanding
that the fields were planted on April 5 - 6 and that some spray application was made on April 77 It would
be helpful to have some additional information regarding your apiary and the agricultural activity in its
vicinity. | would greatly appreciate if you could provide responses to the following questions.

e Approximately how close is your apiary to the agricultural field that was planted?

e Have you had an opportunity to discuss the beekill with the grower?

e Do you know whether the grower was sowing treated seed? If so, do you know what the seed
was treated with?

e With respect to the spray application on Saturday, do you know what [chemical] was applied?

e Are any other agricultural fields located in your vicinity? If so, are you aware of any pesticides
that may be in use in those areas?

e Is your apiary registered through Drift Watch ( http://www.driftwatch.org/Home/indiana)?

e How is the general health of your colonies and are you treating for any pests (e.g., varroa
mite/hive beetles) and/or pathogens (e.g., Nosema). If so, what treatments are you applying to
the colonies?

e What are your bees typically foraging on during this time of year? Do you provide your bees with
supplemental food (e.g., Megabee Diet)?

e You indicate that this was the first year you have observed such losses in your colonies. Have

your colonies always been maintained in the same location? If so, have agricultural practices
changed from previous years?

You indicate that the state has been notified. EPA would be very interested in learning the outcome of
their investigation. We are particularly interested in any pesticide residue data they provide.

| apologize for all of the questions; however, it is important that as much detail as possible is provided to
document beekill incident reports. This information is maintained in data bases that EPA risk assessors
rely on to characterize the potential effects of chemicals. The more information that is provided, the better

able risk assessors are to link particular chemicals with effects.

With respect to your question regarding the use of Poncho (clothianidin) as a seed treatment for soybean,
| am not the appropriate person to respond to that question; however, | will forward the question to the
appropriate risk manager in the EPA Office of Pesticide Programs' Registration Division. However, it is
my understanding that seed treatments with insecticides are intended to protect the seed and the early
growth phases of the seedling. While clothianidin belongs to a class of pesticides, i.e., the neonicotinoids,
that can be persistent, the amount of material on the seed is likely to dissipate into the soil and through
the growth of the plant and dilute in the process. The amount of clothianidin present in finished honey
resulting from seed treated with clothianidin is uncertain; however, data may be available to address your

concern.

Thank you again for your willingness to provide this information to EPA. | hope that once the state has
completed its assessment you will consider providing the results to EPA.

Sincerely,

Tom Steeger
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